... AND ON STAGE

COSTNER ON SCREEN ...
By ANDY GRAY
Tribune Chronicle

o day is more challenging for
a football general manager
than the NFL draft. Jobs are
secured or lost, and GMs
become heroes or goats based
on the choices they make.

N

If that wasn’t enough
pressure,
Cleveland
Browns GM Sonny Weaver
Jr. also is dealing with a
pregnant girlfriend, a head
coach with different ideas
on how to build a team, a
mother who picks the
busiest day of the year for
an unannounced visit and
the memory of his father, a
revered ex-football coach
who recently died and
whose legacy looms over
every move Sonny makes.
“Draft Day” is a different
kind of sports movie.
There’s no big game, no onthe-field action, except for
the college footage that the
scouts in the war room
watch looking for some
clue, some sign that eluded
them the first 100 times
they viewed it.
Then again, “Draft Day”
is like the better sports

movies that realize that the
big game and the final score
are less important than the
characters placed in those
situations.
Rajiv Joseph, who
cowrote the screenplay, is a
Cleveland native. However,
the original draft of the
script had the Buffalo Bills,
not the Cleveland Browns,
as the struggling team looking to reverse its fortunes.
Cleveland got the nod as the
location because of the
state’s tax incentives, but
the story seems tailor-made
for the Browns’ recent history.
Seattle has the top pick
in the draft, but its staff
would rather find someone
to overpay for the pick
instead of using it themselves for Bo Callahan, the
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Making music, not plans
Kevin Costner stars in
“Draft Day,” a drama about
the Cleveland Brownsʼ
struggling to select their
next potential star player.

Strong characters drive
the behind-the-scenes
drama ‘Draft Day’

Jennifer Garner and Kevin Costner in a scene
from “Draft Day.”

WHAT: “Draft Day”
STARS: Kevin Costner, Jennifer Garner, Denis Leary, Josh
Pence, Sean Combs, Chadwick Boseman, Arian Foster, Terry
Crews and Frank Langella
DIRECTOR: Ivan Reitman
RATING: PG-13 for brief strong language and sexual references
GRADE: B

GM Sonny
Weaver
(Costner)
sits in the
shadow of
Browns’
histor y.
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In between
film roles,
Kevin
Costner
has
released
four
albums
with his
band,
Modern
West. The
band will
per form
April 22 at
Packard
Music Hall
in Warren.

By ANDY GRAY
Tribune Chronicle

It’s impossible to make a movie
without a lot of planning.
Kevin Costner, who won Academy Awards for directing and producing “Dancing with Wolves” and
has starred in, directed and / or produced dozens of films, clearly
knows something about planning.
When it comes to making music,
he takes a more casual approach.
“There was no plan to ever
charge money, sell tickets,’’ Costner
said during a telephone interview
from his home in Santa Barbara,
Calif. “I just wanted to play live
where I was making a movie. I had
no idea we’d play all around the
world. That was not the plan.”
Then he added, “Things are better if there’s no plan.”
That doesn’t mean Costner doesn’t take his music seriously.
Kevin Costner & Modern West —
Costner, guitar and lead vocals;
John Coinman, guitar and vocals;
Teddy Morgan, guitar and vocals;
Park Chisholm, guitar and vocals;
Blair Forward, bass; Larry Cobb,
drums — has released four albums
and hasn’t restricted its tour dates
to movie set locations for years.
The day after “Draft Day,” Costner’s next film, opens in theaters,
Modern West hits the road for a 12-
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Movie star brings
his band to Warren

WHO: Kevin Costner & Modern
West
WHEN: 7:20 p.m. April 22
WHERE: Packard Music Hall,
1703 Mahoning Ave. N.W., Warren
COST: Tickets range from $35 to
$100 and are available at the
Packard box office and by calling
330-841-2931; proceeds benefit
the Chookie Alberini Cancer Fund.

Special to the
Tribune
Chronicle

city tour that includes an April 22
date at Packard Music Hall. And he
stressed that it’s a real tour.
“This band has done it the oldfashioned way, we get on the bus
and go,” Costner said. “It’s not like
we fly into town. We see each other
stumbling around in the hotel lobby
the next morning ... The thing that
makes it easier to do is I’m doing it
with my friends. These are people I
vacation with. I don’t remember an
argument in nine years.”
Costner, Coinman and Forward
played together in the ‘80s in a band
called Roving Boy, and Coinman
was music supervisor on “Dances
with Wolves.” According to the
band’s bio, Modern West was born
after Costner’s wife, Christine,
encouraged him to get back to playing music.
The band’s first three albums —
“Untold Truths” (2008), “Turn It

On” (2010) and “From Where I
Stand” (2011) — meld country and
rock influences and have a contemporary sound. The band took a rootsier, more rural approach on
“Famous for Killing Each Other:
Music from and Inspired by Hatfields & McCoys.”
As the title indicates, the songs
were written while Costner was
producing and starring in the History Channel miniseries “Hatfields
& McCoys,” for which he won a
Golden Globe and an Emmy award
for his performance.
“It simply reflects my time out
there on the movie set, the feelings
going on while making ‘Hatfield &
McCoys’,” Costner said.
And the music doesn’t try to
recreate an authentic 19th century
sound.
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can’t-miss
quarterback
prospect that is the consensus choice for the overall
No. 1 pick.
“Who’s the most desperate guy we know?” Seattle’s
GM asks.
He calls Sonny (Kevin
Costner), who certainly has
his share of problems. The
fans hate him for firing his
father, who then died. His
new head coach (Denis
Leary) wants him to draft a
running back (Arian Foster) whose father is a former Browns’ great (Terry
Crews). Sonny is leaning
toward a charismatic Ohio
State linebacker Vonte
Mack (Chadwick Boseman), but the team’s owner
(Frank Langella) hints that
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Day” a character-driven
story.
It’s no coincidence that
many of Costner’s best
films have been set in the
sports world. The actor is
believable in this milieu
and moves comfortably in
it, even if this time he’s trying to snare the player he
wants instead of hitting a
curveball or a 250-yard
drive. There’s a hint of athletic swagger and bravado
in Sonny but also a vulnerability as he tries to emerge
from his father’s shadow
and make the right choices
in his job and off the field.
Jennifer Garner plays
the team’s attorney / salary
cap wiz and Sonny’s
recently pregnant girlfriend. The movie doesn’t
spend much time on the
relationship and the chem-

istry seems a bit wobbly
early on, but it improves
enough to add a bit of
romantic appeal to the
sports tale.
Boseman, so good as
Jackie Robinson in “42,” is
just as appealing here as
the flamboyant Vonte
Mack. If anything his character needs more screen
time. And Leary’s head
coach is a worthy foil for
Sonny
without
being
turned into a villain — he
simply has a different philosophy about what’s best
for the team.
No one should go to
“Draft Day” expecting it to
be “Major League,” that
other Cleveland sports-centric favorite. There are
some laughs, but “Draft
Day” is more drama than
comedy.

West, she’ll join the band on
“Oh, Malley-Mae,” which
she sings on the album.
Modern West also has
about 14 songs written that
will have to fight their way
onto its next album, Costner
said, and a few of them will
make the set list as well.
“We’re not that well
known as a band, so it doesn’t really matter what we
play,” he said. “We don’t
have to lean on things we
absolutely know are going
to work. That part of the
nice thing about playing
live is giving people a surprise. Everyone wants fresh
air in this life, to feel like
you’re doing something
new.”

When asked if the experience making music over
the last decade has influenced his “day job” as an
actor, Costner said it really
hasn’t. If anything, he’s
tried to bring the same attitude to music that he brings
to the roles he takes, to his
outside businesses and to
his family.
“There’s never been a
grand plan except for that
thing we’re all looking for in
life, which is more good
times.”
“Draft Day,” which
opens Friday, is Costner’s
third film released this year
(following “Jack Ryan:
Shadow Recruit” and “3
Days to Kill”) and marks a

return to films set in the
world of sports. He plays the
general manager of the
Cleveland Browns in a film
that takes place in the hours
leading up to the NFL Draft,
and he spent several weeks
in Cleveland last year during production.
“I wouldn’t want to live
there in the winter, but in
spring and summer it was
magical,” Costner said.
“For me the joke about
Cleveland is an old, tired
one .... I liked the architecture, I liked the neighborhoods.”
Costner said the script
came to him through director Ivan Reitman, and he’s
happy with the results.
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“Take a sip back in time”
Hours:
Thurs & Fri.......4-10 PM
Saturday..........2-10 PM
Sunday............. 1-5 PM

Friday, April 11........An Evening with America’s First President,
George Washington
Saturday, April 12. . . .Take II
Thursday, April 17. . .Girls Night Out @ 6:00pm
Friday, April 18........Chuck Gisewhite
Saturday, April 19. . . .Jim Gill
Friday, April 25........Melanie May
Saturday April 26.....Jonathan Browning Acoustixx
Friday, May 2............JD Eicher
Saturday, May 3........Cathy Miller & Michael Grady
Friday, May 9............Frank Castellano
Saturday, May 10......Jay Byrd
Friday, May 16..........Pirates

Greene Eagle Winery Presents:

An Evening with America’s First
President - George Washington
Friday, April 11 • 7:00pm
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Mike “Mad Dog” Adams
April 11 • 8pm

Friday
April 25th

SHOUT

Singer, Songwriter, Comedian,
Musician, Poet,
Drinkin’ Buddy,
Marriage Counselor,
Bar Room Philosopher

TAVERN

4793 E. Market St • Warren, OH • 330.856.1535
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“Give the People What They Want” was released
in January, and Jones and the Dap Kings — Homer
Steinweiss, drums; Binky Griptite, guitar; Bugaloo
Velez, congas; Dave Guy, trumpet; Joe Crispiano,
guitar; Bosco Mann, bass; Neil Sugarman, tenor
sax; and Cochemea Gastelum, baritone sax — have
appeared on “Late Show with Jimmy Fallon,”
“Conan,” “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” “The
Ellen DeGeneres Show,” and “Jimmy Kimmel Live
to promote it. The band also started touring in February, and the second leg of that tour includes a
show Sunday in Pittsburgh at the Byham Theater.
Unlike many musicians, Jones and the Dap
Kings had health insurance, but it didn’t cover
everything.
“I can’t afford to stay off (the road) anymore,”
she said.
Some nights she has more energy than others,
but Jones, who is now cancer free, said it feels good
to be back on stage again, and she’s taking better
care of herself on the road, eating better and traveling with an assistant.
“I should have had this a long time ago,” Jones
said.
Jones always has been a magnetic live performer,
dancing, strutting and delivering songs with soul
and a powerhouse voice. And she’s still dancing.
“That’s part of me. That’s part of my character.”
“Get Up and Get Out,” written about a heartbreaking man, now becomes an anti-cancer
anthem, with Jones now telling the disease to “get
up and get out.”
“When we do it live, it’s nowhere near the
record.”
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“There’s a modern bent
on it. It’s rooted in that time,
but we found a way to make
it ours. We held onto the
whole idea that mountain
people at that time found a
way to make the music their
own.”
The audience at Packard
Music Hall can expect to
hear a few songs from
“Famous for Killing Each
Other” later this month. It
was announced after the
interview took place that
Costner’s daughter, Lily,
will be opening the show,
and Costner said when she’s
on the road with Modern

he needs to make a splashy,
fan-pleasing, ticket-selling
pick in order to keep his job
(one flaw in the script —
picking an OSU defensive
star would be very popular
with many in northeast
Ohio).
Hoping to keep his job,
Sonny trades Browns’ No. 1
picks for the next three
years in order to grab
Callahan ... and immediately starts to regret it as
soon as he makes the move.
The plot involves a lot of
phone calls — director Ivan
Reitman uses a lot of splitscreen imagery — and
negotiations that will
appeal most to moviegoers
who know who Mel Kiper
is. But Reitman keeps the
movie from getting bogged
down in wonky conversations by keeping “Draft

Thursday, April 10, 2014

THE

14D • Tribune Chronicle

Sunday, April 13th
2:00-5:30pm

at
6062 S. Ridge Rd., Geneva, OH

440-466-0626

2750 Mahoning Ave NW
Jamestown Village Plaza
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Daily
Beer
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Saturday, April 12th

Rich Harper
Blues
8 PM to Midnite

Wing Nite
Tues. & Thurs. • 7pm-Midnight • Eat In Only

Sudoku and HocusFocus
Check out these puzzles in the Tribune

